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m&iJARJ  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied 
Rateable  value  1958 
Product  of  Id.  rate 


4,294 

5,190 

1,691 

£75,024 

£299 


Total  Male  Female  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 


popiILation 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

47 

27 

20 

10.40 

Illegitimate 

7 

5 

2 

Stillbirths 

1 

- 

1 

.18 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

101 

45 

56 

19.46 

Deaths  from  Peurperal 

Causes 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive . 

Sepsis 

1 NIL 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  Births) 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Tifho oping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


NIL 

Male  Female 

7 "“T" 


Total 

13 
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TO  THE  CmimiM  AHD  COUNCIIxLORS  OF  THE  URBAIT 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BUDE/STRATTOH  

I/Ir.Chaimaji,  Ladies  aiid  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honoiir  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1958. 

The  vital  statistics  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  and  an  increase  in  the  n-umber  of  births,  but  the  adverse 
balance  of  deaths  over  births  continued.  Heart  disease  was  once  again 
the  principal  cause  of  death,  followed  by  vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  and  cancer,  in  that  order.  No  infant  deaths  occurred 
during  the  year,  but  one  stillbirth  was  recorded. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  low, 
no  cases  of  diphtheria  and  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  being  notified. 
Vaccination  against  the  latter  disease  continued  during  the  year, with 
further  extensions  of  the  scheme. 

In  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District,  the  record 
is  one  of  continued  steady  application  to  routine  duties.  This  is 
unobtrusive  aiid  quite  properly  taJcen  for  granted,  but  on  it  depends  the 
maintenance  of  the  standards  of  public  health  esq^ected  by  the  population, 

I must  express  my  thanks  to  lir,  Durston,  the  Council's 
Public  Health  Inspector,  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  has  given  in  all 
aspects  of  our  work  and  in  the  preparation  of  this  report.  The  Council's 
other  Departments  have  continued  their  ¥d.lling  co-operation.  I am 
grateful  to  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  District  for  their  continued 
co-operation. 


Once  again,  it  is  a pleasure  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  help  and  encouragement  I have  received  from  the  Council  and,  in 
particular, from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Healtti  Committee, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Yoiir  obedient  Servant, 


mu>im  PATERSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Nat'oral  and  Social  Conditions 

Area  (in  acres)  ^,2%.  The  Urban  District  of  Bude/Stratton  is  partly^ 
a health  and  seaside  resort  and  partly  agricultural  in  character.  It  is 
bounded  at  its  Y/estern  extremity  by  tlie  Atlartic  Ocean,  the  coast-line  in 
this  particular  part  of  north  Cornwall  running  almost  due  north  and  south. 

Whilst  the  hinterland  is  undulating  and  hilly  in  ch^acter, 
contour  heights  seldom  rise  above  500  feet  and  this  no  doubt  is  in  part 
the  esqplanation  for  the  exceedingly  moderate  rainfall  figures,  (average 
annual  rainfall  for  20  years  33.74" )>  which  in  view  of  exposure  to  the 
prevailing  south  Y/esterly  winds,  miglit  be  expected  to  be  considerably  higher. 

Popiilation  - The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  for  the 
mid-year  1958  to  be  5>190  compared  with  5^220  in  the  previous  year.  In 
1958  there  were  54  births  and  101  deaths,  47  more. ’deaths  than  births. 

Deaths  - The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  for  the  year 
v/as  101  compared  with  79  iui  1957*  The  crude  death  rate  based  on  the  mid- 
year population  was  19.4^  compared  vd-th  15.13  the  previous  year.  The 
follovdng  table  has  been  conpiled  for  comparison  with  previous  years  : 


Year 

Total 

Male 

Female  Recorded  Rate 

1954 

80 

14 

36 

15.59 

1955 

82 

44 

38 

15.92 

1956 

63 

34 

29 

12.16 

1957 

79 

32 

47 

15.13 

1958 

101 

45 

56 

19.46 

In  order  to 

compare  the 

mortality  in 

the  District 

mortality  for  England  and  Wales,  it  is  necessary  to  make  a correction 
to  alloYv  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  two 
populations.  This  is  done  by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  the 
Di.st.rict  an  "Area  Comparability  Factor"  which  has  been  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  0.73  foi’  this  District, 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate,  therefore,  is  14*20  which  may  be 
compared  Ydth  that  of  11.5  for  England  and  YiTales. 


Biidhs  - The  numb  ex*  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  District  v/as  54 
compared  vd-th  14  in  1957.  The  late  per  thousand  of  the  population  is 
10.40.  When  the  Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability  Factor  for  births 
(1,11)  is  applied  to  this  figure,  the  Standardised  Birth  Rate  of  11.54  for 
this  District  compares  with  16. 4 for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths  - The  number  of  stillbirths  during  1958  Yras  1 
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Illep!;itiniate  Births  - There  v/ere  7 illegitimate  hirths  assigned  to  the 
District  diaring  the  year,  compared  with  1 in  1957*  ShoY^  as  a proportion 
of  the  total  numher  of  live  hirths,  this  represents  12.96  per  cent. 

Maternal  Mortality  -NIL 

Infant  Mortality  - There  v/ere  no  deaths  of  infants  in  the  first  year  of  life. 


N.B.  Vital  Statistics.  It  is  important  that  too  much  v/eight  should  not 
be  attached  to  small  variations  in  these  rates  from  one  year  to  another, 
particularly  w'here  relatively  small  populations  are  involved  ~ attention 
should  rather  be  paid  'bo  the  trend  of  these  rates  over  a peidod  of  years. 
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MORTALITY 


1. 

2. 

Zi.* 

5. 

6 a 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10, 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 


o 

28, 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Classified  in  accordance  with  36  headings  "based 
on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Glassifications  of  Diseases, In juries 
and  Causes  of  Death,  I948. 


Cause  of  Death 


Male  Female 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
li/hooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  paxasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Maligaant,  neoplasm  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaernia 
Diabetes 

"Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchit  ;i  s 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis, enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pr e gnancy , childb ir  th , abort ion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

iill  ether  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  Tfar 


1 1 
1 


1 1 
1 1 


1 

5 3 

1 1 

7 10 

6 4 

5 

6 9 

1 3 


5 


2 

1 

2 


1 

1 

2 


3 9 

1 

1 3 

1 


Total 

2 

1 


2 

2 

1 

8 

2 

17 

10 

5 

15 

4 

6 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 


12 

1 

4 

1 


45 


56  101 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
General  Medical  Services 

General  medical  ser'/ices  -under  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health 
Ser\d.ce  Act,1946,  are  provided  "by  medical  practicioners  resident  in  tlie 
district,  and  in  adjoining  districts,  all  of  -whom  undertake  maternity 
medical  services. 

Coimty  Oo\incil  Ser-^/ices 

I.  Health  Department.  The  County  Council  is  the  local  health 

authority  for  the  purposes  of  Part  III  of  tlae  National  Health 

Service  Act,  194^  and  provides  the  follovdaig  services  in  the 

district 

(a)  Mid-^j/ifery  and  Home  Nursing.  Nurse-midvvives  are  provided  to 
attend  general  nursing  and  midwifery  cases  in  the  home. 

(^)  Health  Visiting.  The  nurse  midwives  net  also  as  health 

visitors  and  v/ith  special  training  in  the  care  of  the  mother 
and  young  child,  are  available  to  give  advice  on  health 
raattei’s  in  the  home  or  at  the  clinic.  They  act  also  as 
school  nurses. 

(c)  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  A fortnightly  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
is  held  at  the  Castle,  Bude. 

(d)  Dental  Clinic.  Priority  dental  treatment  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  is  available  at  the 
Dental  Clinic  held  at  the  Castle,  Bude 

(e)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation.  Facilities  for  vaccination 
against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and 
\7hooping  cough  are  provided  at  the  Infant  V/elfare  Clinic  or 
by  the  supply  of  materials  to  the  family  doctor.  Regular 
sessions  are  held  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination. 

Home  Help  Service.  Home  helps  are  employed  to  pro-vide  domestic 
help  for  households  in  certain  circumstances,  a charge  being 
made  for  this  service  according  to  the  means  of  the  person 
concerned. 

(g)  Ambulance  Service.  A service  of  ambulances  for  the  conveyance 
of  sick,  accident  and  emergency  cases  is  provided.  For 
sitting  cases,  utilecon  sitting  case  vehicles  are  used.  Yifhen 
appropriate,  some  such  cases  are  carried  by  the  Hospital  Car 
Service,  a -voluntary  organisation.  Day-to-day  administration 
of  the  se2rvice  is  carried  out  from  Ambulance  Control , Bodmin 
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( h ) Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After~care . 

A full-time  tulei-culosis  health  visitor  is  provided  for  the 
care  and  after-care  of  tuberculous  persons o District  nurses 
ai"e  available  to  assist  in  the  home  treatment  of  such  persons 
v/hen  required  by  the  Chest  Physician  or  family  doctor* 

Certain  special  investigations  are  carried  out  in  other  types 
of  illness  by  district  health  visitors,  Y/hile  health  education 
is  carried  out  by  the  County’s  medical  and  nursing  staff. 

(c)  Mental  Health.  The  County  Council  has  certain  responsibilities 
in  connection  Yd.th  the  ascertainment  of  mental  ill-health  and 
mental  deficiency,  Y/ith  the  provision  of  statutory  supervision, 
etc*  for  mental  defectives  living  in  the  community,  and  v/ith 
the  provision  of  afteixsare  folloYiang  treatment  for  mental 
illness*  The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  for  the  district  Yforks 
from  the  Health  Area  Off ice, Launceston. 

Education  Department o As  local  Education  Authority,  the  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  School  Health  Service,  virhich 
provides  the  follovdng  ; - 

Periodic  Medical  Inspection  of  pupils 
Cleanliness  Surveys  of  pupils 
Dental  Inspection  and  treatment  of  pupils 
Ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils  in  need  of  special 
education. 

Treatment  Clinics  at  tlie  Ca.stle,  Bude:  . 

Dental  Clinics  every  second  Thursday. 

Speech  Therapy  each  Friday  morning. 

Child  Guidance,  by  arrangement  at  Plymouth 
Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

Ill  Welfare  Department.  This  service  is  concerned  Yd.th  the 

welfare  cf  the  aged,  and  Yd.th  that  of  various  categories  of 
handicapped  persons*  It  is  concerned  also  with  the  pixjvision 
of  tenqjorary  accommodation  in  certain  circumstances  for  persons 
in  Yirgent  need  thereof.  The  Yfelfare  Officer  for  the  District 
YYorks  from  the  Health  Area  Off  ice,  Launceston* 

Hospital  Ser^;lces 

The  South  YYestern  Hegional  Hospital  Board  is  the  hospital 
authority  for  the  Area® 

Stratton  Cottage  Hospital  pTOvides  in-patient  and  out-patient 
facilities  in  the  district.  Patients  are  referred  also  to  hospitals  in 
Plymouth  and  elseY/here*  Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  the 
Scott  Isolation  Hospital,  Plymouth,  and  tuberculosis  patients  to  Didworthy 
or  Tehidy  Sanatoria,  Mental  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  St* 
LaYrence’s  Hospital  and  Laninval  Ebuse,  Bodmin  and  Moorfields  Hospital, 
Ivybridge,  Devon* 
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An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  vreekly  at  the  Castle,  Bude  and 
a Physiotherapy  Clinic  at  Dav/field  Hospital,  Holsirorthy,  The  Chest 
Clinic  is  held  at  Launceston  Hospital,  An  Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  school 
and  pre-school  children  is  held  periodically  at  the  Castle,  Bude,  A 
Specialist  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Launceston  Health  Clinic 
each  \7eek, 

Lahoratory  Pacilities, 

These  are  provided  hy  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Exeter 
and  Plymouth,  to  v^’hich  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are 
submitted. 
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S.AJCT.I1ARY  CIRMSTMCiES  OF  THS  DISTRICT 

WATER  SUEELIESc  The  District  may  he  considered  imder  three  main 
headings  for  the  purpose  of  water  supplies,  namely 

(a)  Those  ps.rts  of  the  District  supplied  hy  the  Council’s 

Water  Undertaking o 

The  Tamar  Lalce  collection  reservoir  continues  to  supply 
ample  y/ater  for  present  and  future  extended  needs,  hut,  in  spite  of 
additional  raeasi/res,  pressures  are  reduced  considerahly  in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  distribution  area  at  the  height  of  the  season,  due  to 
restricted  filtration,  storage  and  distrihution  facilities.  The  scheme 
for  the  improvement  of  these  facilities,  devised  hy  the  Engineer  in  1952 
on  the  instructions  of  the  Puhlic  Health  Committee,  has  made  no  further 
progress.  It  is  to  he  regretted  that  the  xmcertainty  v/ith  regard  to  the 
future  of  water  supplies  in  this  particular  area,  and  the  possibility  of 
the  Yfater  Undertaking  being  absorbed  into  the  area  of  a larger  Water  Board, 
together  with  the  unsatisfactory  financial  climate,  has  caused  the  Council 
to  hesitate  to  embark  on  any  major  works  of  improvement. 

The  summer  routine  of  putting  into  operation  the  Leigh 
Reservoir  (capacity  ^8,000  gallons,  top  water  level  322’  above  O.D.),  and 
Hillhead  Reservoir  (capacity  ^0,000  gallons,  top  water  levei  227*  above 
O.D.),  employed  for  the  first  time  in  1957#  'was  repeated  in  1958,  and  these 
reservoirs  vrere  used  to  supplement  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  mains 
supplying  Stratton  and  Bude  respectively,  during  periods  when  pressures 
were  lo\?.  The  effect  of  the  scheme  y/hen  put  into  operation  v/as  that 
during  the  quiet  periods,  y/hen  pressure  in  the  mains  y^ras  high,  notably 
during  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,  the  tanks  were  replenished  until 
full,  through  ball  As  the  draw-off  became  heavier,  and  pressure 

5n  the  mains  was  reduced,  reflux  valves  came  into  operation,  and  yra.ter 
Tcom  the  tanks  floyred  into  the  mains  to  augment  the  depleted  supply. 

In  practic-;  ib  wa.s  round  that  whilst  little  or  no  yrater  floyred  into  the 
tanks  during  i;hs  daytime,  when  pressure  in  the  mains  was  relatively  loy/, 

■:he  tanks  v7ere  never  drained,  and  aly/ays  filled  up  during  the  night. 

There  can  bo  no  doubt  that  the  'two  storage  reservoirs  assisted  consider- 
ably the  supply  of  y/ater  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  District,  particularly 
Poughill  and  Hillhead,  and  very  few  complaints  were  received  y^ith  regard 
to  y/ater  pressures.  Whilst  considerable  satisfaction  can  be  felt  at  the 
absence  of  complaints,  it  must  be  noted  that  the  summer  of  1958 j and  indeed 
the  y/hole  year,  y/e3:’e  not  normal  in  reject  of  rainfall  figures.  The 
rainfall  for  June  1958  was  3 •82",  as  compared  y/ith  a figure  of  2,72”  in 
J-une  1957 » or  213%  of  the  average  rainfall  for  June;  in  July  the  rainfall 
was  2,85” j as  compared  with  2.89"  in  that  month  of  the  previous  year,  or 
106%  of  the  averap;o  for  July;  and  in  August  6.65”  as  compared  with  3 •52”, 
or  236%  of  the  average  for  August,  In  addition  the  year  as  a y/hole  y/as 
y/etter  than  average,  the  total  annual  rainfall  being  43. 03”  as  compared 
with  an  aveDsage  of  33»33"«  It  is  felt,  therefore,  that  a fair  assessment 
of  the  use  of  the  Leigh  and  Hillhead  Reservoirs  can  only  be  made  in  a 
year  when  the  rainfall  is  considerably  loy/er,  possibly  below  average. 
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(Td)  Those  parts  of  the  adjoining  Rural  District  supplied 
hy  the  Coimcil's  lifater  Undertaking. 

The  Council  continues  to  supply  water  to  adjacent  parts  of 
the  Rural  District,  although  most  of  the  latter  is  now  supplied  by  the 
North  Devon  ?i/ater  Board.  Preliminary  steps  were  taken  to  include  the 
areas  now  supplied  by  the  Council  in  the  general  scheme  for  the  Rural 
District,  and  it  is  understood  that  an  application  for  an  Order  to  that 
effect  has  been  made  to  the  Ministiy  of  Health,  but  at  the  time  of  writing 
nothing  further  has  been  accomplished.  The  possibility  of  a change 
taking  place  has,  perhaps,  been  a contributory  factor  in  deteiring  the 
Council  fiom  taking  any  further  positive  steps  towards  implementing  the 
major  scheme  of  improvement,  since  the  water  now  supplied  to  the  Rural 
District  Council,  if  available  for  use  in  the  Urban  Area,  would  effect 
a considerable  improvement  to  the  present  supply.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  position  v/ill  be  clarified  in  the  year  that  lies  ahead. 

(c)  Those  parts  of  the  Urban  District  not  supplied  by  the 
Council's  Water  Undertaking. 

Many  of  the  properties  in  the  Urban  District  not  supplied 
v/ith  water  from  the  Council's  Undertaking  are  scattered,  and  in  isolated 
positions.  It  is,  therefore,  not  an  economical  proposition  to  provide 
them  with  a supply  of  main  water,  A few  of  these  properties  derive  their 
supply  from  bore-hole  v/ells,  Ydiich  provide  adequate  and  bacteriologically 
pure  y/aterj  but  often  shallow  v/ells,  or  even  surface  springs,  are  utilized, 
Both  of  these  give  a very  uncertain  supply,  both  in  quantity  and  purity. 

Stage  three  of  the  Engineer's  scheme,  outlined  in  the  report 
for  1932,  (that  is, the  nevi  4"  main  from  Stamford  Hill  to  Inch's  Shop  with 
a high  levei  reservoir  of  40jCKX)  gallons  and  a bore-hole  well  and 
submersible  pump  at  Inch's  Shop)  would  undoubtedly  improve  the  supply  to 
the  higher  parts  of  Poughill  and  provide  a main  supply  to  the  hamlet  of 
Bush,  for  the  latter  doing  away  with  the  need  to  use  a number  of  shallow 
yrells  and  surface  springs.  YiHiile  these  soinrces  supply  only  a small  part 
of  the  population,  their  liability  to  pollution  and  the  fact  that  the.,  • •* ; 
water :-;mayvbb-.iised  .’untreated, . .gives’  riso-  to  .the.-dangcr'  that  they  may  -act 
as  a vehicld  for  the  transmission  of  disease-producing  organisms.  Modem 
public  health  standards  demand  a pure  supply  of  drinking  water  for  all 
members  of  the  community  and  satisfaction  cannot  be  felt  v/hile  conditions 
such  as  these  exist  in  the  Urban  District,  It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore, 
that  it  ■will  be  found  possible  to  give  further  consideration  to  ’this 
scheme  in  the  near  future.^  . . ' . . ’ 


A table  of  the  results  of  bacteriological  analyses  is 
appended  beloY/,  It  will  be  noted  that  the  nimaber  of  Class  IV  samples  was 
high.  This  was  attributed,  in  a large  measure,  ‘to  the  heavy  rainfall, 
particularly  in  August,  yrhen  considerable  concentrations  fell  over  short 
periods,  as,  for  example,  yrhen  2”  rain  fell  in  one  day.  Chemical  analyses 
have  revealed  that  "The  vrater  contains  a high  percentage  of  himius  of 
vegetable  origin  in  solution". 
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This  humus  is  knom  to  absorb  large  amoun/ts  of  sodim  hypochlorite,  and 
the  abnormal  amount  of  siirface  wasliings  v/hich  must  have  been  (bposited 
in  the  Tamar  Lake  and  the  canal  on  its  Tiray  to  the  filter  beds, together 
Vfith  the  heavy  growth  of  the  summer  months,  undoubtedly  decreased  the 
effectiveness  of  the  chlorlnahcion  process.  The  concentration  of  sodium 
hypochlorite  injected  into  the  mains  was  stepped  up  to  a IxLtherto 
unpr.ecendented  degree  during  August  and  September,  until  residual  readings 
of  up  to  1.0  parts  per  million  were  observed  in  tap  v/aters  in  various 
parts  of  the  distribution  area.  The  concentration  was  tlien  reduced  very 
gradually  until  a normal  reading  (0,2  parts  per  million)  was  observed 
consistently,  and  from  October  to  the  end  of  the  year  satisfactory  results 
were  obtained.  In  addition  to  the  increased  concentration  of  chlorine 
over  August  and  September,  after  three  instances  of  serious  flooding  the 
T/Vater  Engineer  advised  members  of  the  public  to  boil  all  water  to  be  used 
for  drinking  purposes.  This  course  o$?kction  was  deemed  advisable  on 
account  of  the  possible  entrance  of  flood  v/ater  into  the  mains,  although  no 
actual  instance  of  such  an  occurrence  was  observed. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  Annual  Reports  to  the 
method  of  chlorination  of  the  water  supply.  This  method  - the  addition 
of  sodium  hypochlorite  solution  to  the  water  as  it  enters  the  trunic  main  - 
is  probably  the  least  satisfactory  and  it  is  felt  that  any  fu'fcure  scheme 
of  improvement  should  include  provision  for  a more  efficient  process. 

It  must  be  said,  however,  that,  with  an  adequate  dosage  of  chlorine  and 
careful  control,  the  present  method  of  chlorination  can  give  a sa.tisfactory 
degree  of  purification,  but  in  conditions  of  rainfall  such  as  those 
occurring  in  1958,  the  dosage  of  chlorine  may  necessarily  be  so  high  that  jj 
without  dechlorination,  it  may  render  the  taste  of  the  water  objectionable. 
This  may  lead  to  dissatisfaction  and  complaints  from  the  public  and  may 
give  rise  to  the  danger,  not  a negligible  one,  that  consumers  may  resort 
to  less  safe,  but  more  palatable,  su]pplies  of  water  for  drinking  purposes^ 

Summary  of  bacteriological  reports. 

Filterbeds,  Vealand,  (Filtered  but  unchlorinated) . 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

(No  organisms ) 
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Tap  v/ater  samples  (Filtered  and  chlorinated) 


Glass  I 

Class  II 

Class  III 

Bude 

12 

1 

Nil 

Stratton 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Poughill 

14 

1 

Nil 

Class  IV 

3 

7 


2 


12 


MERAG-E  AM)  SE^.7AG-E  DISPOSAL 

Bude.  The  sev/erage  of  Bude  is  generally  in  a good  condition,  and  the 
seY/'age  is  disposed  of  hy  means  of  a sea  outfall.  The  system  works  very 
satisfactorily,  and  gives  rise  to  no  cause  for  complaint*  Upton  has  now 
been  pai:*t  of  the  Bude  sewerage  system  since  1954>  when  a nev/  length  of 
sewer  was  laid,  to  bypass  the  old  disposal  worlcs  at  Upton,  and  to  connect 
into  the  Bude  system  at  Lynstone  Farm,  the  old  works  being  closed.  There 
remain  a few  properties,  mainly  on  the  v/est  (seaward)  side  of  the  Bude/ 
■ffidemouth  road  stU-l  unconnected,  and  trouble  has  been  experienced  from  tine 
to  time  with  the  private  disposal  plants*  Most  of  the  properties  could  be 
connected  to  the  main  system  by  laying  an  additional  length  of  sewer,  at 
moderate  expense*  In  fact,  the  matter  has  been  discussed  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  and  a figure  included  jn  the  Annual  Estinates  for  the  vrark 
to  be  carried  out* 

Poughill  also  has  been  a part  of  the  Bude  sev>rerage  system  since 
1952.  Most  properties  are  connected,  the  only  notable  exception  being 
the  group  in  the  Moor  Cross  area.  The  disposal  p)lant  for  this  part  of  the 
District,  not  having  been  designed  for  the  number  of  houses  which  it  now 
serves,  has  become  overloaded,  and  gives  rise  to  nuisances  from  time  to  time* 
This  matter  has  also  been  discussed  by  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  a 
figure  was  included  in  the  annual  estimates  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  work. 
It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  both  of  the  above  mentioned  -vTorks  vd.II  have 
been  completed  by  the  end  of  1999 • 

Stratton.  The  disposal  works  at  Stratton  consist  of  detritus  and  pre- 
settlement tanks,  settlement  tanks  and  land  irrigation.  Improvements 
to  the  YiTorks  v/ere  completed  in  1953 > whilst  these  resiUted  in  a better 
effluent,  the  main  weakness  of  the  system,  the  now  almost  obsolete  method 
of  land  irrigation,  on  marshy  land,  subject  to  flooding  from  time  to  time, 
remains  a pxxsblem,  despite  additional  subsoil  drainage  and  other  works. 

Due  to  the  extensive  post-Virar  housing  programme,  the  works  receive  a 
considerably  increased  load,  and  this  has  further  aggravated  the  problem, 
pb  felt  that  a satisfactory  effluent  cannot  be  obtained  until  efficient 
filtration  plant  has  been  installed*  It  is  admitted  that  this  proposition 
presents  difficulties,  ovdng  to  the  lack  of  fall  betiveen  the  drainage  area 
and  the  vrorks,  but  these  difficulties  could  be  overcome,  and  it ^ is  felt  that 
the  Council  ought  at  least  to  consider  the  technical  data  and  difficulties 
of  providing  filtration  plant,  even  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  remove  the 
works  in  whole  or  part,  to  another  site*  Every  effort  has  been  made  to 
utilise  existing  facilities  to  the  best  possible  advantage,  'Vi/ith  some 
degree  of  success,but  the  effluent  from  the  vrorks  cannot,  in  general,  be 
said  to  be  of  a satisfactory  standard* 

A scheme  for  relaying  the  sewerage  of  Stratton  was  drawn  up  some 
11  years  ago,  but  this,  for  various  reasons,  has  had  to  be  postponed 
indefinitely*  Exposure  of  certain  sections  has  shov/n  that  the  sewerage 
of  this  area,  is,  for  the  most  part,  old  and  in  poor  condition  generally. 

No  crisis  has  yet  occurred,  but  in  order  to  avoid  such  a contingency , ^ 
the  Council  would  be  well  advised  to  give  the  matter  early  consideration* 
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The  Poundilel^Stanifoixi  Hill  area  centimes  to  ddvelop,  and 
\Thilst  it  has  "been  possible  to  coimect  recently  erected  houses  to  a 
conibined  draiiij  this  solution  can  only  he  regarded  as  a coniproniise,  the 
position  mth  regard  to  existing  cess-pits  and  septic  tanks  remaining 
something  of  a problem*  The  economic  need  for  restricting  capital 
expenditure  is  appreciated,  but  it  is  regretted  that  the  item  in  "ohe 
Annual  Estimates,  providing  for  the  sewera.ge  of  this  area,  had  to  be 
deleted,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  Yn.ll  be  possible  to  give  it  early 
reconsideration.  Individual  disposal  arrangements,  in  an  area  which  is 
rapidly  becoming  more  and  more  urban  in  character,  cannot  be  regarded  as 
Y/holly  satisfactory, 

PREVENTION  OP  DA,iAG-E  BY  ■ pESTS  ACT,  1949 


A fully  trained  full-time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  by  the 
Council  to  carry  out  the  practical  operation  of  the  Act,  a.  task  which 
he  performs  very  efficientlj^a  It  is  felt  that  the  Operator  deserves 
much  credit  for  the  considerable  freedom  froni  infestation  vfhich  the 
District  continues  to  enjoy.  An  Area  Yi/'orkable  Committee  Meeting,  held 
at  Bodmin,  vra.s  attended  by  delegates  of  the  Council,  and  a Refresher 
Course,  held  at  Plynouth,  \Yas  attended  by  the  Rodent  Operator  and  the 
Public  Health  Inspector,  The  fact  that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Pood  has  relinquished  interest  in  District  Rodent  Control, 
has  not  affected  the  Council  directly,  since  it  Yra.s  already  the  practice 
to  treat  all  farms  in  the  District,  and  this  practice  has  continued,  vdth 
good  results. 

No  fonnal  proceedings  were  necessary  under  the  Act,  Private 
dwellings,  business  premises  and  Council  properties  have  been  subjected 
to  regular  treatments,  and  the  degree  of  co-operation  extended  by  owners 
of  properties  remains  high. 

For  the  annual  test  baiting  of  the  seY/erage  s5?'steras,  the 
"Salford  Method"  was  enployed  for  the  first  time  as  an  experiment, 
which  WSLS  Yratched  Y/ith  interest  by  members  of  the  County  organisation. 

In  the  "Salford  Method"  the  system  is  employed  of  using  muslin  bags, 
suspended  from  the  roof  of  a manhole,  the  bag  containing  a prepared 
mixture  of  Yfarfarin  Y/ith  a suitable  preservative  added.  It  Y/as  found  in 
practice  that  these  bags  remained  dry,  and  the  contents  in  good  condition 
over  quite  long  periods,  and  they  Virere  left  in  position  for  tvirenty-one  days, 
Tvyo  interesting  features  of  the  experiment  were  that  ; - 

(1)  Rats  alYYays  commenced  to  eat  from  the  top  of  the  bag  doYmY\rards, 
aiYd  not  as  one  mig.ht  have  expected,  from  the  bottom  first,  in  Ydiich  case 
the  contents  vrould  have  been  Yrasted, 

(2)  By  leaving  the  bags  in  position  for  tv/enty-one  days,  takes 
\7ere  recorded  where  none  had  been  remarked  before,  indicating  that  the 
longer  baits  are  left  in  position,  the  greater  the  likelihood  of  a 
completely  effective  treatment. 


No,  of  sxarvq^  visits  by  the  Operator  1172 

No , of  treatm,ents  carried  out  89I 

No,  of  revisits  made  3092 
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MOVEABLE  DW'ELLII^GS 

There  are  navi  in  the  Area  five  licensed  camping  sites*  One 
of  these  has  a permano.at  liceix^e,  end  the  remaining  four  operate 
durjng  the  summer  mon'ths  only*  The  occupiers  of  the  sites  are  very 
oo'-operative , and  the  sljand-rrds  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  are  high. 

Refuse  is  collected  hy  the  Council’s  refuse  lorry  at  the  times  of 
collection  normal  to  the  respective  areas*  Three  sites  now  have  flush 
sanitation^,  connected  to  the  main  system,  and  two  have  chemical  closets. 
One  of  the  camps  with  chemical  sanitation  is  small,  and  in  an  area  vdiich 
is  Y/holly  rural  in  character,  hut  the  other  is  in  Bude,  adjacent  to  the 
main  sevrer.  However,  the  area  in  \Thich  this  latter  site  is  situated  is 
no'w  included  in  the  Tovni  Development  Map  as  an  area  scheduled  for 
residential  development.  Planning  permission  has  been  extended  for  a 
further  twelve  months,  hut  it  seems  very  unlikely  that  this  temporary 
permission  will  he  repeated* 

A proposal  v/as  submitted  late  iii  1957 > ■'.7ork  wa.s  begun  in 

1,958,  on  a new  camping  site  at  the  Foughill  end  of  Maer  Lane.  Tliis 
proposal,  which  was  approved,  wa.3  to  develop  a site  for  the  use  of 
150  units,  and  included  making  roads  on  the  site,  the  installation  of 
four  ablution  blocks,  and  main  drainage  from  each  caravan  or  unit,  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  avray  domestic  waste  v/ater.  The  laying  of  390 
yards  of  6"  sev;er,  to  connect  vd.th  the  Poughill  system  near  Plexbury, 
and  the  erection  of  one  block  of  ablutions,  with  the  necessary  4"  drainage 
on  the  site,  v/as  completed  in  the  Sprung,  and  during  the  season  the 
site  vra.s  utilised  by  some  twenty  units*  It  is  understood  that  when  the 
site  is  fully  developed,  the  permanent  licence  for  the  other  camping 
site  at  Maer  will  be  relinquished*  It  therefore  seems  certain  that  tvYo 
camping  sites  Virill  be  lost  to  the  District.  Each  year  the  number  of 
holidaynalcers  coming  into  the  District  appears  to  increase,  and  each 
year  a higher  percentage  of  that  number  is  composed  of  campers*  During 
the  pealc  fortnight  of  the  holiday  season,  around  August  Bank  Holiday, 
the  camps  become  very  full,  and  it  has  to  be  decided  whether  it  is 
preferable  to  allow  extensive  casual  caimping  on  road  verges,  cliffs,  etc^, 
or  to  pemit  some  overcrov/ding  of  licensed  sites  where  proper  facilities 
are  available.  On  balance,  the  latter  course  appears  to  be  the  better* 
Ylliilst  even  short-term  overcrov/ding  of  camps  is  not  a good  thing,  at  least 
toilets,  water  supply,  and  refuse  disposal  arrangements  are  available, 
and  adequate  supervision  by  the  proprietor,  backed  by  inspections  by  the 
Council’s  staff,  is  sufficient  to  ensure  that  these  facilities  are  not 
abused*  On  the  other  hand,  casual  campers  in  unauthorised  sites,  are,  by 
their  transience,  difficult  both  to  locate  and  control,  and  even  V7here 
nuisances  are  discovered,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  contact  the 
persons  responsible. 

It  is  clear  that  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of  those  coming 
into  the  District  for  c amping  holidays  presents  an  inescapable  problem, 
and  it  is  an  equally  inescapable  fact,  based  on  observations  over  recent 
years,  tha.t  the  number  of  sites  in  the  District,  particularly  when 
reduced  by  the  tyra  already  mentioned  above,  will,  in  the  near  future,  be 
quite  inadequate  to  deal  v/ith  the  influx  of  camping  holiday-malcers. 
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It  vrauld  seem  that,  as  a first  step,  the  Council  \7ould  he  v/ell  advised 
at  least  to  consider  jjossihle  suitable  camping  sites,  in  relation  to  the 
Tovm  Development  Map  a Such  sites  would  require  to  he  situated  so  as 
not  to  interfere  v;ith  the  amenities  of  residential  development,  he 
reasonably  level  in  contour,  and  within  accessible  distance  of  the  main 
services. 


PUBLIC  CLEAITSING 

The  Comvvall  Coimty  Council  control  most  of  the  roads  in  the 
District,  hut  the  work  of  street  cleansing  is  carried  out  mainly  by  the 
Urban  District  Council's  stajfllf. 

Refuse  collection  is ' undertaken  thixiu^out  the  District  by 
the  Council#  The  vehicle  enq)loyed  is  a S &.D  "Chelsea"  "W"  type,  fore 
and  aft  tipper,  v;ith  side ' loading  facilities,  and  a capacity  of  11.3 
cubic  yards.  It  is  manned  by  a driver  and  loader  during  the  v/inter 
months,  and  the  crew  includes  an  additional  loader  during  the  summer  months. 

The  method  of  controlled  tipping  continues  to  be  employed  for 
the  disposal  of  refuse,  and  the  tip  at  Tiscott  Wood,  whilst  filling  up 
considerably,  appears  to  have  an  adequate  capacity  for  several  years  to 
come.  The  use  of  partial  incineration  has  been  introduced  during  the 
year,  the  incinerator  being  sited  on  the  Council's  property  on  the 
Wharf  at  Bude.  The  method  has  been  found  useful  for  the  disposal  of 
waste  paper  and  other  combustibles. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47  *'  No  action 
Section  50  - One  burial 

BDUSINC 


In  accordance  vri-th  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Council  in  the 
previous  year,  no  council  houses  v/ere  erected  during  1958,  due  to  the 
Central  Covemment's  restrictions,  and  to  the  lack  of  council  housing 
subsidies.  Consideration  was  given  to  a continuation  of  the  building 
programme,  but  it  wa.a  decided  that  an  economic  rent,  mthout  the 
assistance  of  a subsidy,  v/culd  be  beyond  the  means  of  would-be  tenants. 
Whilst  subsidies  were  not  withdravrn  in  the.  case  of  houses  built  for  the 
purpose  of  rehousing  tenants  dispossessed  by  slum  clearance  programmes, 
the  Coiincil  decided  not  to  continue  the  building  programme  even  to  a 
Ihiiited  degree  for  this  purpose.  A contributory  factor  in  reaching 
this  decision  was  that  all  existing  housing  sites  Virerc  virtually  fully 
developed  by  the  end  of  1957  ^ ^d.  to  continue  building  vrould  have 
necessitated  further  extensive  site  Y/orks.  The  only  slum  clearance, 
therefore,  which  was  carried  out,  YYas  in  respect  of  individual  unfit 
houses,  and  by  effecting  repairs  by  infomal/fonnal  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  193^. 
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The  position  -v/ith  regard  to  private  building  remained  more 
or  less  static,  -with  a limited  amount  of  speculative  building,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  13  private  houses  had  been  completed,  and  a 
further  1+  v/ere  in  the  course  of  erection.  These  compare  with  figures 
of  l6  and  5 respective! 37-  for  the  previous  year* 3 

IX'TSDPEGTION  hi®  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


Pood  Premises  and  Glean  Pood. 

The  number  and  types  of  premises  in  the  District  are 


Restaurants  and  hotel  kitchens 45 

Bakers  and  confectioners. 5 

Butchers 6 

Dairies 3 

Ice-cream  dealers .........25 

Boarding  houses .55 

Greengrocers  .........J-O 

Grocers. 12 

School  canteens........ 3 

No.  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises. 95 

No.  of  inspections  of  other  food  premises. 243 


Pood  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Inspections  and  advisory  visits  to  food  premises  in  the 
District  form  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  Department,  during 
the  summer  months  particularly,  due  to  the  seasonal  nature  of  most  of  the 
trade,  fdLth  the  exception  of  food  siiops,  such  as  grocers*  slxjps.  This 
seasonal  na.ture  of  the  trade  is  a disadvantage,  particularly  in  cafes  and 
hotels because  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  retain  the  same  staff  from 
season  to  season.  It  is  therefore  often  necessary,  during  the  period  of 
peak  employment,  to  engage  persons  with  no  previous  experience  of  the 
catering  industry.  Hovrever,  the  Department  is  fortunate  in  having 
secured,  in  nearly  all  instances,  the  Y/illing  co-operation  of  management 
staffs,  and  in  general  the  standards  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  are  high. 
Pood  shops  are,  naturally  more  fortunate  in  possessing  reasonably  stable 
staffs,  and  in  general,  cleanliness  of  person,  utensils  and  premises  has 
been  very  satisfactory.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  institute 
any  formal  proceedings  for  infringements  of  the  regulations,  verbal  or 
informal  comment  being  normally  all  that  has  been  required. 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  is  situated  in  the  goods 
yard  of  Bude  Railway  Station  and  ovned  by  British  Railways,  The  lease, 
formerly  held  by  the  Gouuicil,  is  nov/  held  by  a private  person.  The 
building  is  a reasonably  modem  one,  but  an  increase  in  the  throughput, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  export  trade,  has  placed  an  additional 
strain  on  the  already  somewhat  inadequate  sewage  disposal  arrangements, 
with  a resultant  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  effluent. 
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Further,  it  has  becotne  increasingly  obvious  that  the  slaughterhouse 
itself,  particularly  wj.th  regard  to  iianging  space  for  c ar'cases,  is 
inadequate  to  deal  with  present  requirements.  During  the  year,  the 
leaseholder  submitted  draft  proposals  for  enlargement  of  the  slaughterhall 
and  hanging  space,  and  other  proposals  vdxLch  would  bring  the  bujJ.ding  into 
line  Tn.th  the  requirements  of  the  new  legislation  and  regulations  d eaJLing 
with  slaughterhouses.  Little  progress  ha.d  been  made  with  this  proposal 
by  the  end  of  the  year.  This  is  to-  be  regretted  both  from  the  point  of 
vieT/  of  maintaining  hygienic  standards,  and  because  of  the  difficulties  of 
inspection  of  the  meat  during  periods  of  congestion,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  progress  will  be  made  in  1959 • 

The  regular  staff  of  the  slaughterhouse  has  consisted  of  three 
fiiLl-time  slaughtermen,  and  one  labourer,  v/ho  have  been  able  to  deal 
adequately  Y/ith  the  available  trade.  The  total  throughput  for  the 
slaughterhouse  for  the  year  wa.s  : - 


Steers 

Heifers ............ 

292 

Cows  and  bulls,  . . , . 

Calves  *•*•*•«**•■•• 

Sheep 

Evtcs  and  rams 

Pigs 

Sows  and  boars 

Total  22,885 


Table  V shovirs  that  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  both  in  cattle  and  pigs 
has  once  again  shovm  a decrease  canpared  Vidth  the  previous  year,  Tyto 
coYfs,  and  one  other  bo  vine,  presented  lesions  of  generalised  tuberculosis, 
and  vrere  totally  condemned.  One  calf  and  one  pig  Yfere  also  totally 
condemned  for  a similar  reason.  The  number  of  carcases  in  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned  for  tubeirculosis  shewed  an  increase  in  the 
case  of  co^Ys,  but  a decrease  vra.s  evident  in  the  c ase  of  other  bo  vines, 
and  pigs , 


The  nimaber  of  carcases  Vi/holly  condemned  for  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  Viras  nil  in  adl  bo  vines  and  calves,  iremained  approxiraately 
the  same  in  respect  of  sheep,  and  shovred  a considerable  increase  in  the 
case  of  pigs,  v/hen  account  is  talcen  of  the  fact  that  only  about  tvYo 
thirds  of  the  niomber  for  the  previous  year  were  slaughtered.  Pregnancy 
toxaemia  v/as  again  found  frequently  in  gravid  ewes  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  year,  vfhen  fascdolasis  Yras  comparatively  rare.  Tov/ards  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year,  however,  a dramatic  increase  in  the  incidence  of  this 
latter  condition  wa.s  manifest,  due  undoubtedly  to  the  Y/etness  of  the 
Yreather,  The  condition  YYas  often  associated  Y/ith  emaciation  and  oedema, 
and  this  was  frequently  the  cause  of  total  condemnation  of  sheep,  A 
cirrhotic  condition  of  the  liver  in  bovines  Y/as  rare,  except  toY/ards  the 
end  of  the  year,  Y/hen  some  instances  v/ere  fouind. 
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The  number  of  calves  handled  again  fell  off  considerably,  to 
an.  almost  negligibl.o  i-iraount.  Those  slaughtered  were  rem3.rkably  free 
f.rx.)’ai  disease^  7d.th  the.  exception  of  one  case  of  generalised  tuberculosis* 
The  .n.ature  and  sites  of  the  lesions,  revealed  on  post-mortem  inspection, 
did  Z’ot  indicate  that  tpe  disease  ms  in  congenital  form,  and  the  case 
v/as  not  reported  to  the  Pi''/isional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  aid  Food. 

During  the  5^ear  11  cases  of  infection  by  cysticercus  bovis  were 
discovered,  and  confirmed  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratoi^^  Service  at 
Plimouth.  Of  these,  seven  occurred  in  cattle  pther  than  cov/s,  and  four 
in  cows.  In  no  case  was  the  condition  generalised,  the  maximum  number 
of  cysts  being  located  in  any  one  instance  being  two.  Many  of  the  cysts 
were  viable,  and  they  vrere  found  in  ten  instances  in  the  masse  ter  muscles, 
and  in  one  case  in  the  myocardium.  The  relative  incidence  of  cysticercus 
bovis  ii  cattle  other  than  cows  was  and  in  cows  5*12^&,  This 

represents  a considerable  increase  over  previous  figures  which  it  is 
difficult  to  explain.  Follow-up  investigations  Y/ere  made  in  each  case, 
but  no  information  of  any  concrete  value  was  found.  In  each  case  the 
beasts,  other  than  the  condemned  parts  or  organs,  were  consigned  to  deep 
freeze  treatment  fo.r  twenty-one  days,  facilities  for  this  service  noimally 
being  provided  by  the  .Launceston  Abattoir  Company. 

The  amount  of  other  food  and  tinned  goods  which  it  was  foxond 
necessary  to  condeimi  remained  inconsiderable.  , 

Disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  other  foods . 

Condemned  meat,  both  from  the  slaughterhouse  and  local  butchers’ 
shops,  is  stained  and  removed  by  a contractor,  who  sterilises  and 
processes  it,  and  converts  it  into  animal  feeding  stuffs, etc. 

Tinned  and  similar  goods  are  talcen  to  the  Council’s  refuse  tip 
and  buried o 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regplations,  1947* 

There  are  25  ice-cream  dealers  in  the  district  who  retail  the 
product,  tlxree  other  premises  being  registered,  but  not  operative.  All 
the  active  dealers  retail  ice-cream  manufactured  by  the  multiple 
manufacturers,  and  little  trouble  is  experienced  with  the  Vi/rapped  variety 
of  the  commodity.  In  nearly  a3d.  cases  v/here  an  xxnsatisfactory  sample 
was  recorded,  this  v/as  taken  from  a bulk  loose  sample,  and  the  contamina- 
tion was  undoubtedly  due  to  lack  of  care  in  t he  handling,  cleansing  and 
sterilisation  of  serving  equipment.  The  tradesman  who  manufactured 
locally,  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  has  not  carried  out  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Council  \?ith  regard  to  his  premises  and  equipment,  nor  has 
he  manuLfactured  or  sold  any  ice-cream  during  tlie  year. 

The  same  number  of  samples  was  taken  for  1958  as  for  the 
previous  year,  and  vdiilst  the  overall  picture  is  not  quite  of  such  a 
standard,  it  is,  nevertheless,  satisfactory. 
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Suinmary  of  results  of  samples  -•  1958  • 


Provisional  methylene  Blue  Test* 


Result  in  G-rade  I 
II 
III 
IV 


12,22% 

5*53% 

2*1% 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Classified  list'  of  factories  as  at  31st  Decetaber,  1958 


Natrjre  of  emplo.Tment 


PoT/er  Non-power 


1,  Pood  manufacture  4 

2*  Wearing  apparel  (a)  Boots  and  shoes  3 

("b)  Outfitting  1 

3.  Carpentr^ , joinery  and  saw  mills  6 

4#  Garages,  repair  shops  and  engineers  9 

3*  Laundries  1 

6,  Monumental  masons  1 

7.  Gas  Works  1 

8 • Plumhers  - 

9.  Dairies  - 

10.  Photography  - 

11.  Printing  works  1 

12.  Electrical  engineers  1 

13.  Cabinet  makers  and  upholsterers  - 


6 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 


Inspections 


No.  on 
Register 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 2,3,4 

and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  18 

(ii) Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enfoixjed  by  the  Local 
Authority  28 

(iiij Other  Premises  in  wliich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
excluding  out-workers'  premises  4 


Inspections 


25 


a 

10 


50  76 


Cases  in  which  Defects  wrere  Found  Found  Referred  by  H.M 

Inspector 

11 

Defects  Remedied  ~ 11 
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PKEV/iLENCE  OP,  CONTROL  OVER,  IICBECTIOUS  /ED  OTHER 

DISE/iSES 


The  infectious  diseases  which  are  statutorily  notif'iahle  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  the  follov/ing  : - Smallpox,  Cholera, 
Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup,  Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhus  Fever, 
Typhoid  Fever,  Paratyphoid  Fever,  Relapsing  fever.  Plague,  Poliomyelitis, 
Tuberculosis,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Ophthalmia 
Neonatoium,  Acute  primary  pnexmionia.  Acute  influenzal  pneumonia,  Yi/hooping 
cough.  Measles,  Acute  encephalitis.  Meningococcal  infection  and  Food 
Poisoning, 

In  cases  of  infectious  disease,  preliminary  investigations  are 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  when  advice  is  given  r egarding 
current  disinfection,  segregation  of  contacts,  etc,  Teraiinal  disinfection, 
when  necessary,  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector, 

The  monthly  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  shown  in  Table  III, 

Diphtheria  - No  case  T\ras  notified  during  the  year,  in  which  34  children 
received  a complete  course  of  primary  immunisation  against  the  disease, 
the  triple  antigen  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  being 
used  in  almost  all  instances, 

Ythooping  Cough  One  case  was  notified  in  1958*  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  records,  this  child  had  not  been  immunised  against  the  disease. 

Measles  - Tvto  cases  vrere  notified  during  the  year 

Food  poisoning  - No  cases  'v^ere  notified  during  1958 

Poliomyelitis  - No  cases  were  notified  during  1958*  Vaccination  against 
tliis  disease  continued,  A further  extension  of  the  scheme  xms  anno\mced 
toY/ards  the  end  of  the  year,  v/ith  the  introduction  of  third  or  booster 
injections  and  the  extension  of  the  age  range  to  include  all  those  bom 
since  the  beginning  of  1933 • 

During  1958,  512  persons  in  the  Urban  District  con^jleted  the 
primary  course  of  tv/o  injections.  The  majority  of  these  vrere  children, 
but  the  number  included  some  young  adults  and  some  adults  in  the  priority 
groups,  e,g,  expectant  mothers#  By  the  end  of  the  year,  744  persons  had 
received  the  primary  course  of  vaccination  since  the  introduction  of  the 
schame  in  1956, 

Smallpox.-  No  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  in  the  course  of  vdiich 
34  primary  vaccinations  and  11  re-vaccinations  Virere  carried  out. 


Tubercxxlosis 


21 


Males 

Pul»  Non. Pul. 


Females 
Pul.  Non  .Pul, 


Cases  on  Register  31*13*57  18 

No,  of  cases  notified 

during  the  year  1 

Cases  re  starred 

Inward  Iransfers  1 

Cases  removed  1 


9 

1 

1 


1 


Total  on  Register  31«12.58  19 


9 1 


B.C.G. Vaccination  continues  to  he  offered  to  all  susceptible 
contacts  of  knop/n  cases,  most  of  v/hom  avail  themselves  of  this  protection. 

The  scheme  for  B.C.G-.  Vaccination  of  susceptible  school  leavers 
viras  continued  by  the  County  Council  during  the  year,  again  v/ith  a good 
response. 


OTHER  DISEASES 

Cancer  of  the  Lung. 

During  1958,  out  of  a total  of  13  deaths  from  all  foms  of  cancer, 
tv/o  deaths,  one  male  and  one  female,  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung. 

This  brings  the  total  of  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  district  from 
1949  to  15  male  and  5 female  deaths.  During  the  same  period,  there  have 
been  64  male  and  63  female  deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer.  In  a decade, 
therefore,  almost  one  quarter  of  all  male  cancer  deaths  have  been  due  to 
cancer  of  the  lung.  The  female  proportion,  although  smaller,  is  still 
not  negligible.  It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  these  are  deaths  only^i 
and  nothiig  is  knoYffi  of  the  number  Y/ho  may  be  under  treatment  for  this 
condition  or  under  observation  foIloY/ing  treatment. 

The  association  of  this  disease  Y/ith  smoking,  and,  in  particular, 
Y^rith  cigarette  smoking,  is  noYf  e stablished,  Atnospheric  pollution  can 
hardly  be  held  to  be  a factor  in  a seaside  urban  district,  Y/ithout 
industry,  bounded  on  one  side  by  3? 000  miles  of  ocean  from  Y/hich  the 
prevailing  winds  bloY/. 

No  disease  has  ever  excited  such  intense  interest,  nor  has  aiiy 
had  such  Y/idespread  publicity.  No  form  of  cancar  has  ever  offered  such 
an  opportunity  to  the  individual  for  prevention.  There  can  be  no  adult 
or  adolescent  in  the  Yi/'estem  Hemisphere  w'ho  has  not  experienced  the 
propoganda  in  this  connection,  yet  the  tobacco  habit  still  retains  its  hold. 

Youth  thinks  itself  indestiuctible  and  the  young  do  not  concern 
themselves  Yd.th  such  a remote  possibility  as  death.  Adult  exaaple  is  more 
povrerful  in  its  silent  advocacy  of  the  smoking  habit  than  the  most 
beguiling  advertisement  produced  by  a tobacco  manYif acturer. 
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The  adolescent  apes  his  elders,  and  the  adoption  of  snolcing  is  a 
symbol  of  his  ne\7-found  freedom  from  the  restraints  of  childhood* 

The  adult  smoker  v/ho  cannot  free  hiniself  from  the  habit  may  do  well 
to  reflect  that  it  is  not  only  his  own  health  which  may  be  at  stake, 
but  also  that  of  children  still  in  t lie  classroofc, 

TABLE  I 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  Cases 
and  Deaths  ~ 195b 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Groups  Pul*  Other  Pul*  Other 

M P M P M P M P 

0 - 
1 - 
5 - 

15  - 
20  - 
25  - 

35  -* 

45  - 
55  - 

65  and  over 
Age  unlcnown 


TABLE  II 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Summary  for  Previous  Years 


..Year 

Population 

(estimated) 

Births 

Deaths 

Number 

Ciude 

Rate 

'Under  1 year 

All 

ages 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1954 

5,130 

64 

12.W 

•m 

80 

15.59 

1955 

5,150 

55 

10.68 

1 

13.18 

82 

15.92 

1956 

5,180 

70 

13.51 

1 

1A.28 

63 

12.16 

1957 

5,220 

44 

8.43 

2 

45.45 

79 

15.13 

1958 

5,190 

54 

10.40 

•• 

•• 

101 

19.46 

23 


EABLE  III 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiahle  Diseases 
(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


JanePeh  JVIar.Apl.  May  JuneJuly  Aug,  Sept , Oct  .Nov, Dec.  Total 


Yi/hooping  Cough 
Measles 

~ - - 

- 1 

2 

- “ - - 

1 

2 

- - - _ 

- 1 

2 

- - _ _ 

3 

TABLE  IV 

Summary  of  Public  Health  Inspector*  s Inspections 


Description  of 
premises 

No.  of 
visits 

No,  of  defects 
found 

No,  of  defects 
remedied 

Bakehouses 

23 

8 

8 

Dairies 

21 

-• 

Food  preparation  premises 

315 

29 

29 

Factories 

53 

2 

2 

Housing 

286 

34 

34 

Butchers 

191 

7 

7 

Shops 

31 

- 

- 

Water  supplies 

83 

10 

10 

VeminoTis  premises 

- 

- 

- 

Pests  destruction 

55 

- 

Nuisances  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year 


OvercroTiTding 
Keeping  of  animals 
Sanitary  acoonimodatiDn 

a)  insufficient 

b)  defective 
Drainage 

a)  reconstructed 
b^  repaired 

c)  cleansed 
Cesspools 

(al  abolished 
(b)  repaired 


32 

10 

7 


2 

32 

1 

2 


Refuse  receptacles 
Camping  sites 
Yard  paving 
Dampness 

Roofs  and  R.Y/. pipes 
Floors 

Walls  and  ceilings 
Windows  and  ventilation 
Water  supplies 


Total  visits  of  all  kinds  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year 


53 

23 

11 

2 

2 

23 

10 


2103 


TABLE  V 


Garcg.ses  and  offal  laspected  and  condeamaed  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pj.gs 

Horses 

No.  killed 

514 

78 

54 

21,666 

566 

NIL 

)To.  inspected 

514- 

78 

54 

21,666 

566 

NIL 

ALl  diseases  except 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

49 

4 

NIL 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticeroosis 

Wiole  carcases 

condernned 

Dare  as es  of  v/hich 
some  part  or  organ 
f/as  condemned 

12 

10 

NIL 

249 

NIL 

NIL 

Percentage  of  no. 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticeroosis 

2.33% 

12.8^0 

0.00^ 

o.yifo 

NIL 

Tuberculosis  only 

1 

2 

1 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

i/?hole  carcases 
condemned 

Oarcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
viras  condemned 

Percentage  of  no. 
inspected  effected 
ivith  tuberculosis 

4 

4 

NIL 

NIL 

5 

NIL 

O.Slfo 

7*^9fo 

1.85^ 

O.C^o 

1.06^0 

NIL 

Cysticeroosis 

7 

4 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Nil, 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refSrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

7 

4 

KLL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

